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Editor’s Note: We will be rotating the lead club specific content lead sections each month (FARM, CMB,

LOWCRC, FARM, CMB, LOWCRC, FARM, CMB, LOWCRC, FARM, CMB, LOWCRC)
throughout the year.  However, the “Tips and Projects” and “Anything From the Field” sections
will be separate from the Club sections and combine the inputs from all the members of the three
clubs.

Notice - REMINDER -  for All: 
- For July, August, and September 2026 there will be NO “Tri-Club Fourth Tuesday of the Month” RC
Modeling Zoom meetings.  Club meetings will be held at each Club’s respective flying field during the summer
months.
- Our “Tri-Club Fourth Tuesday of the Month” RC Modeling Zoom meetings will resume on Tuesday, 27
October 2026 at 7:00 PM. 

LOWCRC Club Report:
-  The 2026 LOWCRC Club Board of Directors Election Results:

President Al Hampton 757-715-0528
Vice President Nic Burhans 540-219-9646
Secretary Gordon Collyer 540-547-4117
Treasurer Jay Zompanti 978-804-8660
Safety Officer Al Hampton 757-715-0528

- LOWCRC President’s Corner: Al Hampton
LOWCRC Update – Growing One Step at a Time
   One thing I've learned over the past year is that building a community RC club isn't about growing
quickly—it's about growing steadily.
   While our membership is still small, the support from the Lake of the Woods community continues to grow,



and that has been incredibly encouraging.  More and more residents are becoming aware of the club, attending
events, asking questions, and discovering that the RC hobby has something to offer people of all ages.
   One of our recent highlights was our Introduction to Drone Soccer event.  Throughout the day, visitors had
the opportunity to experience flying drones for themselves while also getting an up-close look at one of my two
official Class 20 Drone Soccer drones.  

   For many, it was their very first exposure to drone soccer, and it sparked some great conversations about the
sport, STEM education, teamwork, and the many skills it helps develop.

   The excitement generated from that event has led to another exciting opportunity.  Our new Community
Coordinator has begun working directly with me and partnering with LOWCRC to help promote drone soccer as
another fun, family-friendly activity within Lake of the Woods.   Their enthusiasm and support have been a
tremendous encouragement, and we're looking forward to seeing where this partnership leads.
   As with everything we've done since the club began, we'll continue listening to the community, trying new
ideas, and learning what works best.  My goal has never been to simply build another RC club.  Instead, I hope
to create opportunities for families to spend time together, introduce youth to STEM-related skills, and provide
adults with a hobby that encourages lifelong learning and friendships.
   We're still laying the foundation, but I'm excited about where we're headed.  My hope is that what begins here
at Lake of the Woods will eventually become a model that other communities can use to introduce more people
to the RC hobby, the AMA, and the many opportunities they provide.
   As always, thank you to everyone who has supported LOWCRC—whether through volunteering, mentoring,
attending events, or simply sharing words of encouragement.  Every conversation, every demonstration, and
every new connection helps us take another step forward.
   I look forward to sharing more updates as we continue to grow together.
Alton Hampton



- LOWCRC Secretary’s Corner: Gordon Collyer
Board Meeting Notes:

- A Board meeting was not held this month.

LOWCRC 2026 Event Calendar
Recurring Weekly Events:
- - Monday Scale & Sail Boats – Clubhouse Dock – 7:00 AM – 11:00 AM (Through October 12 , 2026)
- - Outdoor RC @ Sweetbriar Soccer Fields – Thursdays & Fridays – 7:00 AM – 12:00 PM (Through November
6, 2026)
- - Monthly Trail Walks (9:00 AM – 10:00 AM)

Sept 5, 2026
Oct 3, 2026

- - Community Center Gym Indoor RC Meet-ups (3pm – 5PM)
Sept 12th 2026

Special Events:
- - October 10 Culpeper Airiest static display / air show  7AM – 4PM
LOWCRC Youth Drone Soccer Schedule:

August 5 – Community Center Meeting Room 1 (Reserved) 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM
August 12 – Marion Prank Hall Gym (Reserved) 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM
August 19 – Campground Pavilion (Reserved) 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM
September 2 – Community Center Meeting Room 1 (Reserved) 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM
September 16 – Campground Pavilion (Reserved) 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM
September 23 – Campground Pavilion (Reserved) 5:00 PM – 7:00 PM

Notes:
- - Additional Drone Soccer activities info available upon request.
- - All events subject to weather and community guidelines.
- - Volunteer support needed and welcome!

FARM Club Report:
-  The 2026 FARM Club Board of Directors Election Results:

President Ernie Padgette 703-244-7465
Vice President Nic Burhans 540-219-9646
Secretary Nic Burhans 540-219-9646
Treasurer Nic Burhans 540-219-9646
Safety Officer Ken Bassett 703-425-1392
Field Marshal Ralph Graul 540-729-1586
Member At Large Bill Flathers 540-272-7236
Member At Large Charlie Koustenis 703-850-3314
Member At Large Bill Towne 540-428-1053

- FARM President’s Corner: Ernie Padgette
It does seem a bit strange
   A couple of  “The Mowing Crew” recently ran into some medical issues which have taken them out of the
rotation for the remainder of the season. That is just one of those things that happen.  You make adjustments,
you ask for volunteers to fill in the gaps, people step up and things go on pretty much as normal.  But that forced
me to take a closer look at our mowing crew lineup and some things kind of stood out that made me wonder.



   First of all, with a membership list of 58 members, our Mowing Crew list of volunteers stands at nine people;
a bit less than 16%.  Okay, maybe that’s about average for a volunteer group.  You remember the old saying that
“ten percent of the people do 90% of the work”.  In my experience, that’s a bit optimistic.  Maybe a lot
optimistic.  But a couple of things stand out; one bad and one good; very good, in fact.  First of all, the average
age of our mowing crew is a lot higher than the average age of our membership.  Not a little higher…. a lot
higher.  I’m quickly approaching my 80th year of life on this mortal coil.  And, I’m one of the younger members
of The Mowing Crew!  Which explains why we have to make so many changes to the mowing schedule as the
year goes along.
   Eighty-year-old people typically aren’t quite as spry as our average member.  Given our average age, we’re
probably lucky the necessary schedule adjustments aren’t permanent changes.  Then again, those eighty-year-old
members of the mowing crew just may be a bit tougher than our average member.  Maybe a lot tougher.  And
certainly a lot more willing to volunteer their time and energy.  Come to think of it, those nine volunteer
members are the ones I see at our occasional workdays.  And the ones who volunteer to do whatever else it takes
to keep the FARM Club moving along.
   The good thing, the very good thing, which stood out to me is the effort being put forth by Ralph Graul.  Some
of you may be aware our Skag mower is in the shop for maintenance.  Just like the Mowing Crew, it’s showing
its age.  Without the Skag, we would normally have to mow the pit area and the runway with just our Husqvarna
mower.  That would mean it would take at least twice as long to mow everything.  So, every Friday for the past
several weeks, Ralph has trailered in his personal zero turn mower to mow the runway.  And, since it is his
personal mower, Ralph has done the mowing.  Which means that Ralph has mowed the past five or six weeks in
a row.  Every volunteer organization, or rather every successful volunteer organization, has one or (If they’re
very lucky) two or three people who make things work.  For the FARM Club, one of those very special people is
Ralph Graul.  So the next time you’re at the FARM Club and see Ralph, say “Thank You” to him.  Without his
(And a couple more like him) efforts, you wouldn’t be flying; at least not at the FARM Club.
   By the way; there is still time to join the mowing crew for 2026.  We can really use the help. Just give Nic
Burhans or me a call or send an e-mail. 
Thanks; 
Ernie

- FARM Secretary/Treasurer’s Corner: Nic Burhans
   The next FARM Club membership meeting will be held during the Club Fun Day and Fun Fly#4 on Sunday,
30 August.

FARM Club Membership Report:
- As of 26 July, the FARM Club had 58 members (21 Regular, 31 Senior, 0 Junior, 4 Life, and 2
Associate members).
- We have on new member this month, Kfir Cohen, which brings our total membership to 58.  
Welcome Kfir!
- The updated 2026 FARM Club Roster will be sent out to the membership.

FARM Club Calendar of upcoming events (January through April):
July 27-31 Mon-Fri AMA Aerobatic (pattern) NATS @ Muncie, IN  All Day

www.modelaircraft.org  
August 30 Sunday FARM Club Day & Fun Fly #5 @ Club Field All Day

Picnic, Pilot Training, and Flight Check day
Coordinator: Ken Bassett

August 30 Sunday FARM Club Meeting @ Club Field 1:00 PM

September 12-13 Sat-Sun FARM Pattern Contest @ FARM Field All Day
CD: Don Szczur dszczur@verizon.net  

http://www.modelaircraft.org
mailto:dszczur@verizon.net


Sept. 14-20 Th-Sun NEAT Fair @ Downsville, NY
www.neatfair.org 

September 26 Saturday Field Closed to 72Mhz; Open to 2.4Ghz:
FARM Float Fly #2 @ Lake Ritchie
CD: Nic Burhans npb6218@earthlink.net 9am - 3pm

September 27Sunday FARM Club Day & Fun Fly #6 @ Club Field All Day
Picnic, Pilot Training and Flight Check day
Coordinator: Jay Zompanti

September 27Sunday FARM Club Meeting @ Club Field 1:00 PM

Note:  See full 2026 FARM calendar on the Club website.

FARM Treasurer’s Report
- The FARM June 2026 Treasurer’s Report has been emailed to the club’s membership.

FARM Webmaster’s Report: Dick Sutton
   - The security certificates for FARM Club website have been renewed and new certification requirements are
under way.
Dick

CMB Club Report:
  The 2026 CMB Club Board of Directors:

President Gordon Collyer 540-547-4117
Vice President Jim Restel 540-718-6617
Secretary Nic Burhans 540-219-9646
Treasurer Nic Burhans 540-219-9646
Safety Officer Bill Crone 540-825-8065
Field Marshal Bobby Hurst 501-766-7349
Member At Large Al Hampton 757-715-0528
Member At Large Ernie Padgette 703-244-7465

- CMB President’s Corner: Gordon Collyer
C-Stars Children’s CMB Field Day.
All-Stars Kids Visit CMB
   Each year the Culpeper C-Stars Pediatric Therapy Clinic supports “All-Stars Initiatives” as they conduct a series
of day “camps” for kids with unique abilities. These camps give the kids and families an opportunity to experience
various activities and venues throughout Culpeper.  
   This summer, the last week of the All-Stars camps visited the Culpeper Model Barnstormers again and were
presented with a mini-air RC show.  
   In between flying sessions, the kids assembled, decorated, and flew balsa gliders on the CMB runway.  
   The CMB team flew large and loud gas and fuel planes, electric 3d demonstrations, and several ducked fan jets. 
To close the formal demonstration flights your president conducted a candy bombing mission with belly mounted
candy pod mounted on a SIG Kadet.  (This year I managed to keep the drop largely over the runway which was

http://Www.neatfair.org
mailto:npb6218@earthlink.net


important as last year our Lenn park farmer gave us early soybeans and this year it was late corn!) 
   Many thanks to the Barnstormers who supported the kids for this event.  Thank you:  Jim Restel, Jay Langley,
Ralph Graul, Mo Mian, Mike Flortine, Kwang Ko, Bill Crone, Dan Jones, and Alex Ferguson.  What a great team
guys!  Photos courtesy of Will Herrmann!

Gordon

- CMB Secretary/Treasurer’s Corner: Nic Burhans
  The CMB Club’s AMA Gold Leader Club Status has been established for 2026. We have received Gold Leader
Club Pins.  All members at the April Club meeting received their pins.  See Nic at the field to receive your’s.

Board Meeting Notes:
- No CMB Board meeting was held this month

Membership Meeting:
- On Sunday, 4 October 2026, CMB will hold a Membership Meeting at Lenn Model Airpark.

CMB Club Membership Report:
- As of 26 July, the CMB Club had 47 members (17 Regular, 26 Senior, 3 Junior, 0 Life, and 1 Associate) 
- The updated 2026 CMB Club Roster has been sent out to the membership.

CMB Club Calendar of upcoming events (January through April):
August 8 Saturday CMB Buddy Box Training day @ Lenn Model Airpark  10am-2pm

CMB Coordinator: Gordon Collyer **

September 6 Sunday CMB Member Fly Day & Cookout @ Lenn Model Airpark All Day

September 12   Saturday CMB Buddy Box Training day @ Lenn Model Airpark 10am-2pm
CMB Coordinator: Gordon Collyer **

Note:  See full 2026 CMB calendar on the Club website.



- CMB Treasurer’s Report
- The CMB June 2026 Treasurer’s Report has been emailed to the club’s membership.

- CMB Training Coordinator Report: Gordon Collyer
Cohen Norby Amata has Soloed!

   Pictured here Norby and his son Dante celebrate his solo flight.  Norby began late last year and continued training
through our windy spring, His solo flight day was a calm, hot, bug-filled, day filled with imported Canadian smoke.
With an absence of wind, Norby had to make adjustments and some go-arounds in order to keep his AeroScout from
landing longer than the runway.  Congratulate Norby and introduce yourself when you see Norby at the field. Ask
him what he did Sunday, July 19th!
Congratulation Norby!

- CMB Webmaster’s Report: Dick Sutton
   The security certificates for CMB Club website have been renewed and new certification requirements are under
way.
Dick

Tips & Projects:
LIPO Safety Reminder:
Yes, the LIPO Gremlin is out there lurking around!
- He Found Mike Dale’s garage this month:

- But, luckily, Mike was charging on his garage floor with minimal heat and fume damage!
- However, due to Mike’s letting everyone know that the LIPO Gremlin found his house, LIPO Charging Safety
discussions have been renewed and interesting safety videos have emerged.  You are encouraged to take the time
to review all three parts for their interesting large and small points:



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tavpXgmL16M

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rv_3vwSZmzA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10B0ALlO3RY
 
Thank you Mike and the Maxecuters discussion and research group.
Nic Burhans

The Great Connector Debate: EC vs. IC, and Why Your Wires Are Fraying
By JayZ
Note:  Photos are below the article.
   Let’s talk connectors—specifically the ubiquitous EC5 and EC3 connectors found on budget packs like Zeee
LiPos, compared to Horizon Hobby’s premium IC3 and IC5 options.
   Ever wonder why Horizon Hobby charges so much more for their IC connectors, while standard EC versions cost
so much less? If you already know the answer, consider this a quick refresher; if you don’t, it might just save your
next aircraft. It all boils down to two critical factors: strain relief and termination geometry.
Crimp vs. Solder: Why Do Wires Fray?
We’ve all seen it at the field: a battery lead where the silicone insulation has pulled back, exposing bare copper
strands that are starting to fray right where they exit the metal barrel. Eventually, this fraying leads to complete
failure.
   Fraying out of a factory crimp almost always comes down to a few distinct mechanical issues:

Damaged Strands: Copper strands getting cut or failing to be fully captured by the metal barrel during
assembly.
Improper Gauge Matching: The factory crimp tool pressure being too weak for the specific wire gauge.
Incorrect Strip Length: The insulation is stripped incorrectly, meaning the mechanical "traction" part of
the crimp is gripping the edge of the strands rather than the protective jacket.
Mechanical Stress: Constant bending and pulling at the connector (no strain relief), often worsened by heat
generated from a loose electrical connection.

   You might think, "Well, I’ll just solder my own connectors instead of trusting a factory crimp."
   Surprisingly, soldering doesn't automatically fix the issue. In fact, a poor solder joint can cause strands to fatigue
even faster. When you solder heavy-gauge LiPo wire into an EC5 bucket, the copper acts like a wick, sucking the
molten solder up under the silicone insulation. This creates a stiff solder "pigtail." If the cable repeatedly flexes at
that hard transition point, the bending stress concentrates right where the rigid metal meets the flexible wire, leading
to rapid fatigue.
The Real Cost of Omitted Strain Relief
   If you look closely at an IC3 or IC5 connector, you will immediately notice the integrated, molded strain-relief
boot. This rubberized sleeve is the critical piece left out of the EC3 and EC5 world to keep manufacturing costs
down.
   When vendors omit strain relief to save space and budget, they shift the burden to you, expecting perfectly careful
cable routing. Without that boot, the cable bends sharply at its weakest point—the crimped or soldered joint. The
IC connector’s molded boot prevents this by distributing the bending force further down the wire.
   Additionally, that higher IC price tag covers Horizon's inclusion of the center data pin used for Spektrum Smart
telemetry. But even if you don't utilize the telemetry features, the physical durability upgrade alone provides massive
value.
Bench Tips for a Better Experience
   If you prefer to save money by running budget batteries with EC3 or EC5 connectors, you can mitigate these issues
on your workbench with a few smart assembly habits:

Control Your Heat and Solder: When soldering your own bullets, use just enough solder to fill the bucket.
Do not overheat the wire, which encourages the solder to wick far down into the strands.
Create DIY Strain Relief: Never leave the wire exit bare. Slide a piece of thick, adhesive-lined (double-
wall) heat shrink over the back of the plastic connector housing and extend it an inch or two down the wire.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tavpXgmL16M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rv_3vwSZmzA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=10B0ALlO3RY


When shrunk, the inner glue cures solid, acting as a makeshift strain-relief boot to spread out the bend
radius.

The Bottom Line
   If you want the best overall experience out of the box without messing with DIY fixes, paying the extra money
for IC3 or IC5 connectors is well worth it. Your wallet may take a bigger hit up front, but it could easily mean the
difference between a great afternoon of flying and an unexpected "dead stick" crash that ruins your day.

Pack your wires carefully, check your leads during your pre-flight inspections, and I’ll see you at the field!
Jay Zompanti





Anything from the Field:
September 2026 FARM Pattern Contest Sportsman Prize

   We have some wonderful news to share about the September FARM club contest.  A local flyer (Roger Hammel)
who is no longer able to fly pattern wished to donate a plane to a prospective pattern flyer. 
   For those who don't know Roger or did not attend the MANY D2 judging and pilot training seminars at the LCAA
field, Roger was the local coordinator for that event and the wonderful training facility at Banshee Reeks Park. After
discussing his donation with the LCAA contact, we thought it a great idea to offer this as a PRIZE for the winner
of the Sportsman class at the FARM club September contest. 
   This pattern aircraft is an all new Caelus, maybe flown once- with the motor, prop, servos and speed controller
included!  
  In conjunction with this prize, I will plan on some preparatory pattern training sessions at local clubs to those
interested in preparing for the contest. 
   Stay tuned for more details after the NATS, but talk up the contest with the prospective Sportsman pilots who may
want to get into pattern contest - plan to come to the FARM club contest in September!
Don Szczur

AirFest 2026 – It's Time to Get Involved!
By Al Hampton
   As summer continues, we're getting closer to one of my favorite events of the year—AirFest 2026.  While it may
still seem like there's plenty of time, the real planning is now well underway.
   If you think you might like to participate this year, please reach out to your Club President and ask them to forward
the AirFest participation information, or feel free to contact me directly. Many of you have already responded with
your availability and the ways you'd like to be involved, and I truly appreciate everyone who has stepped forward
to help.

   This year's AirFest is especially meaningful as we celebrate America's 250th Anniversary. We'd love to
showcase aircraft that reflect that patriotic spirit.  If you have a red, white, and blue aircraft, a military or warbird
model, or anything you feel would make a great addition to our static display or flight demonstrations, we'd be
honored to include it.
   Of course, AirFest is about much more than flying. One of the greatest opportunities we have is to introduce our
community to the incredible world of radio control and STEM. Whether you're flying, displaying aircraft, helping
with demonstrations, greeting visitors, assisting with buddy box flights, or simply sharing your knowledge and
enthusiasm with someone seeing the hobby for the first time, your participation makes a difference.
   Every conversation, every demonstration, and every smile helps inspire the next generation of RC enthusiasts
while showing our community what makes this hobby so special.
I'm truly looking forward to working alongside all of you once again to make this another outstanding AirFest. 
Thank you in advance for your continued support, and I hope to see many of you there as we celebrate aviation,



STEM, and our nation's 250th birthday together.
Fly safe, and I'll see you at AirFest!
Al Hampton
AirFest RC Coordinator

- Before Drones Were Cool: Building UAV Technology Before the UAV Industry
By James Langley
  Today, almost everyone has seen a drone.  GPS stabilization, live HD video, autonomous flight, and three-axis
camera gimbals are now commonplace. It’s easy to forget that not very long ago, none of those technologies existed.
   In the early 1990s, I was fortunate to be involved in projects that were pushing the boundaries of what was
possible with radio-controlled helicopters and fixed-wing aircraft.
Flying Before Automation
   My background began with competitive RC helicopter flying.  I competed in local events and won the Expert
Class at the 1995 Maryland Helicopter Association Fun-Fly.  While it wasn’t an FAI competition, it demanded
precision flying.  One event required approaching a target from opposite directions and stopping as close to the same
point as possible.  Success depended entirely on the pilot’s skill—there were no electronic flight aids.
Like many pilots of that era, I also practiced autorotations regularly.  Engine failures weren’t uncommon with glow-
powered helicopters, so every experienced pilot learned to safely land without power.  In time, autorotations became
one of my favorite maneuvers.  The heavy asymmetrical rotor blades on my Legend helicopter stored tremendous
rotational energy, making a well-executed autorotation both challenging and rewarding.
   By the mid-1990s I was also comfortable hovering inverted, flying sustained inverted circuits, and performing
loops and rolls.  While that may seem routine today, it was considered advanced flying before flybarless systems,
electronic stabilization, and rescue modes became available.
Advanced Aerials
   One of the most exciting projects of that period was helping develop a professional aerial photography helicopter
with my business partner, Bert Wagner.
   Unlike today’s camera drones, our helicopter required two operators.
I flew the helicopter entirely by visual line of sight using a conventional RC transmitter while Bert operated the
camera system using a completely separate radio system on another frequency. A live analog video downlink fed
video goggles so he could frame the shot while I concentrated solely on flying.
   The aircraft itself was a gasoline-powered X-Cell helicopter powered by a dependable Zenoah engine.  Carrying
a professional camera system required far more than simply attaching a camera underneath.
Building a Three-Axis Stabilized Camera System
   Our camera gimbal was stabilized on pan, tilt, and roll.
Each axis used one of the early Futaba piezo rate gyros mounted directly on the gimbal itself rather than on the
helicopter.  The entire gimbal assembly was vibration isolated from the airframe to prevent engine and rotor
vibration from affecting the stabilization system or degrading image quality.
   The servos themselves were extensively modified. Rather than using the servo’s internal feedback potentiometer,
we relocated each potentiometer directly onto the corresponding gimbal axis.  Servo output was transferred through
toothed timing belts using a small pulley on the servo and a much larger pulley on the gimbal axis.
   This arrangement eliminated much of the backlash normally found in hobby servos while increasing torque and
resolution.  More importantly, the servo’s feedback loop measured the actual camera position rather than simply
the servo gear position.
The payload included:

· A 35 mm still camera for high-resolution photography. 
· A color video camera for framing. 
· A switchable black-and-white pinhole camera for alternate viewing. 
· Live analog video transmission to the camera operator. 

   Looking back, many of the engineering concepts used in today’s professional camera gimbals follow the same
control philosophy, although modern electronics have made the systems much smaller and easier to build.



The Air - Land - Sea Newsletter is published monthly by the FARM, CMB, and LOWCRC Clubs.  It is forwarded
to the Club members.  Articles related to all types of RC models are welcome.  Opinions expressed in the
newsletter articles are those of the individual author and do not necessarily reflect those of FARM Inc., CMB Inc.,
or LOWCRC Inc.  
Publishing input deadline is the 2nd Tuesday of the month.  Please forward all inputs in Microsoft .doc or .docx
format with associated Pictures separate in jpg format to:
Nic Burhans  Club Web sites: http://www.farmclubre.com 
6061 Captains Walk      http://www.cmbclubrc.com 
Broad Run, VA 20137-1959    http://www.lowcrc.com 
540-219-9646 E-Mail: npb6218@earthlink.net 

From RC Models to UAVs
   In 1998 I joined Aerobotics and later Microbotics as a prototype machinist and RC safety pilot.
The projects ranged from upgrades to the Marine Corps Exdrone program—including parafoil recovery systems and
heavy-fuel engine work—to miniature AHRS development, GPS attitude determination for helicopters, and
DARPA-funded micro air vehicle research.
   These experiences eventually led to work on the early Schiebel CAMCOPTER 5.1 program, where my role as an
RC safety pilot built directly on the skills developed through years of precision RC helicopter flying.
Looking Back
   Today’s drones can hover hands-off, stabilize a camera automatically, and return home with the push of a button.
   Thirty years ago, every one of those capabilities had to be created from scratch using mechanical ingenuity, analog
electronics, and a lot of trial and error.
   Looking back, I realize that we weren’t simply flying model helicopters—we were helping develop technologies
that would eventually become standard throughout the unmanned aircraft industry.
   I think this article would resonate with readers because it’s not just nostalgic.  It shows how many of the
technologies we take for granted today were developed by small teams of passionate engineers and pilots who were
willing to experiment, innovate, and occasionally pick up the pieces after a crash.  For those of us who were there,
it’s a reminder that today’s UAV industry stands on the shoulders of countless prototype projects that paved the way.
By James Langley

http://www,farmclubre.com
Http://www.cmbclubrc.com
http://www.lowcrc.com
mailto:npb6218@earthlink.net

